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SUBJECT : Human Rights 
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Mrs. Barreda called at the Embassy to inform me that her 
son, who had been kidnapped in July 1978, had reappeared in 
mid-October at Precinct No. 8 in La Plata, Buenos Aires 
Province. He was then transferred to Villa Devoto and most 
recently has been moved to La Plata Prison. 


Mrs . Barreda said that her son reported that he was tor- 
tured during an approximately 18-hour interrogation session 
shortly after his July abduction. Her son told her that 
during his interrogation water was poured over his body and 
the electric picana applied, mostly to his head. At a 
later stage in his interrogation he reported that he was 
held on the floor, while several people took turns jumping 
up and down on his stomach. She said that her son had no 
long term ill effects from the torture. He had serious 
stomach problems for about a month after his interrogation, 
but now was physically and mentally strong. Her son told 
her that he was able to withstand the torture and that he 
"did not sing" (no cantrf) . 


Her son is pleased that he has been moved from Villa Devoto 
Prison to the La Plata Jail. He says that the prisoner 
treatment at La Plata is much better than at Devoto. At 
Devoto, for example, he was allowed only two hours of 
recreation outside his cell per week, while at La Plata, 
he and the other prisoners are allowed out of their cells 
for "recreation time" in the patio of his cell block for 
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two hours in the morning and two hours in the afternoon each 
day. The food is significantly better at La Plata. The 
prisoners receive about a liter of milk a day and fruit 
twice a week. At La Plata the guards in his pavilion do 
not converse at all with the prisoners while at Devoto the 
guards were constantly being changed to prevent them from 
developing relationships with the prisoners they were 
guarding. 

Prisoners in her son's cell block at La Plata are allowed to 
read the newspaper and at times are permitted to listen to 
the radio. Her son did note that the professional persons 
in his pavilion are singled out for harassment by the 
guards. Mrs. Barreda mentioned that at Villa Devoto the 
prisoners were allowed to spend 4,000 pesos a month (about 
54 U.S." at the Jurrent exchange rate) at a small prison 
store to buy personal hygiene items and food supplements. 
This is not permitted at La Plata. 


Mrs. Barreda stated that her son was a Partido Comunista 
Revolucionario activist (PCR) . She noted that the PCR was 
a splinter party of the Partido Comunista Argentina (PCA) 
which broke from the PCA at the time of the Russian inva- 
sion of Czechoslovakia. Mrs. Barreda stated that her son's 
spirits were good. He had been strengthened by his con- 
tact with his PCR friends and fellow prisoners . He hoped 
that he would be freed and allowed to remain in Argentina, 
as he had not done anything against the government, she 
said, except hold "progressive views." Mrs. Barreda de- 
scribes her son's political philosophy with maternal wisdom 
as being "correct in theory but impossible to put into 
practice." She noted that her son was too idealistic. 


Mrs. Barreda noted that the First Corps' Special Military 
Court had declared itself incompetent to try Dr. Lisky, a 

friend and fellow PCR activist of her son. This had been 

encouraging news to the other PCR members. 
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